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this country. Farmers and veterinarians alike have refused to worry about its existence. While the disease is not a serious menace to the cattle industry, it appears to be on the increase. This apparent increase may merely indicate that it is being recognized more often. Recently, the federal government, realizing the importance of the disease, has appropriated money to be used in control and eradication.
Johne's disease has been reported throughout the dairy-raising sections of the United States. It appears to be spreading slowly but passes unidentified in many instances. Due to a similarity of symptoms, it is without doubt often mistaken for tuberculosis and vice versa. This might easily happen when a herd has not been tuberculin-tested.
Cause
The first men who studied Johne's disease considered it to be closely associated with bovine tuberculosis. It was also thought to be caused by the avian or chicken type of the tuberculosis germ. The germ of avian tuberculosis and that of Johne's disease look much alike under the microscope and might be confused. Both are susceptible to the same laboratory staining methods. Some investigators claimed that Johne's disease was not a distinct malady but simply the germ of avian tuberculosis appearing in cattle. In 1906 B. Bang settled the argument. He proved conclusively that, while the germ of avian tuberculosis and that of Johne's disease looked much alike and had many other similarities, they were in reality two distinct disease-producing germs and able to induce two entirely different diseases no matter how closely the symptoms of the resulting disease might resemble one another. The organism responsible for this disease is called Johne's bacillus.
Symptoms
It usually takes at least six months for an animal to show definite signs of sickness after becoming infected with